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Facilitate greater involvement in key stages of research process

Develop collaborative partnership with wider community

A partnership approach

Extend and support existing commitment to user involvement

Demonstrate our commitment to NHS policy/research governance

Develop good practice following INVOLVE’s guidelines



Brief History
Internal Working Party – Nov 2004, 

7 Researchers

Public Launch facilitated by 
INVOLVE - May 2005

Training/Networking Day – 
Nov 2005

Wider NetworkPIR Group

Core Group: Up to 12 
Lay Members 

plus Researcher

CRIPACC/HertNet 
Researchers plus 

range of 
organisations

2006: Identification of desire for ‘Introduction to Research Methods’ 
course.  Course ran from March – November 2007



Who is involved?

PIRG

Patients

User member 
from Mental 

Health Recovery 
Centre

Users/Carers

Voluntary 
Sector

PCT/Patient & 
Public Involvement 

Forums/LINks

Academics

Lay members 
on LRECs

Older 
People



What do members  do?

PIRG

Undertake data 
analysis/co-present at 

conferences

Peer Review:  bids, 
protocols, patient 

information sheets, 
letters etc

Co-work with 
researchers/facilitate 

recruitment and 
dissemination 

Sit on Study Steering 
Groups/Faculty 
Research Ethics 

Cttees 

Facilitate focus 
groups/support 

vulnerable participants 

Collaborate/work 
with the EoE- PCRN 

& the CTCC 

Bring a lay 
perspective to 

studies/keep them 
grounded

Develop/critique 
topic guides/ 

questions/research 
tools 



What does CRIPACC offer? 

PIRG

Engagement in wider 
CRIPACC activities: 
seminars, meetings, 

away days etc

Contract provides 
public 

liability/protection for 
members

An opportunity to 
work collaboratively 

with researchers

Expenses/full 
library/internet 

searching rights 

Opportunities for 
‘training’ whenever  

possible

Attendance/co- 
presentations at 

conferences when 
possible

A  formal 
University contract 

and CRB check

An opportunity to 
join the culture and 
ethos of a primary 

care research 
centre



EPOCH:  RfPB study on end of life care in care homes: 3 PIR members 
involved in facilitating recruitment, supporting residents, data analysis, 
facilitating focus groups on initial findings. 1 further member on Steering 
Group.

Some current Studies:

A RfPB Randomised Controlled Trial on erectile dysfunction and simvastatin.  
PIR involvement through lay review and Steering Group membership.

Cardiovascular Risk Assessment Tool (British Heart Foundation): 2 PIR 
members involved through Steering Group membership, lay review and 
data analysis.

National Evaluation of Partnerships for Older People Projects (POPPS) (DH) 
The PIR Group works as a whole to support this project through peer review 
of research tools, providing feedback on interim reports and data analysis 
themes, piloting questionnaires/interview schedules etc.
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