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Research is 
important for 
everybody…





MRC demonstrates excellence at world-class level, 9 September, 2010

MRC-funded scientists are twice as 'influential' in scientific terms as the world 
average. 

13 per cent of MRC papers are highly cited at over four times the world 
average.



Structure

• Why are we here?
• How do we make a difference?
• What do we actually do?
• How do we work together?
• What can you do today?
• Some facts and figures



Why are we here? 
• We are publically funded to support 

research in the NHS
• Our budget for 20010/11 is approximately 

£7,000,000
• We support the research that affects our 

lives and the lives of our families and 
friends



How do we make a difference?

• Health – provide robust evidence
• Participants – ethical and safe research
• Researchers- enthusiastic and competent
• Trusts – impact on services and resources

“we are wasting public money if we support 
activities that do not, ultimately,  contribute to 
the production of robust research evidence”



What do we do?

• Generate Funded Research Protocols
• Develop capacity and interest for 

research
• Undertake feasibility and provide NHS 

Permission
• Ensure recruitment to time and target
• Publish the results and make an impact



How do we work together?

• As an individual
• As a local team / Trust
• As a CLRN
• As a part of NIHR
• Department of Health

“how can we make sure that we 
contribute to the goal of the team?”



Actions for you today

• What are your individual responsibilities?
• What are your Team responsibilities? 
• What do you need to find out today?
• How can you work differently tomorrow?



Some facts and figures



2010/11 Recruitment so far…



NHS Permissions issued since 1 Jan 2009 for project-sites based on NHS 
Permission data entered onto RAPID - 447 project-sites approved
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NHS Permission Times by Trust



Time taken for NHS Permission to be 
issued from receipt of SSI Form based on 
201 approvals with a median of 95 days
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Commercial Studies



Chief Investigator Studies
Chief Investigator Studies
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